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Of Li's father very little is known beyond the fact
that he spent a large portion of his days as one of
the " great unpaid "—the discontented, disappointed
army of "expectant" officials. Li himself, who, as
a staunch Confucianist, always professed to regard
filial piety as the chief of virtues, seldom mentioned
his father in private conversation, and, so far as wo
are aware, indited to his memory none of the lauda-
tory verses in which he was wont to exercise his
literary talents. We know that Li pen belonged to
the literati class ; that is to say, he had succeeded
in passing the provincial Bachelors* examination,
but, like so many of that struggling army of scholars,
he had lacked either the ability or the means to secure
further advancement. He married young, and had
five sons (of whom Li Hung-chang was the second),
and was able to provide them all with the rudiments
of the usual orthodox education: all of them acquired,
under the direction of the village pundit, the parrot-
like proficiency in reciting the Classics which in China
is the beginning of wisdom. In the alleged " Memoirs "
to which I referred in the previous chapter there
are some references to Li Hung-chang's relations with
his father in the year 1846. One of these, purporting
to have been written when Li Hung-chang waa
twenty-five years of age at the ancestral home in Ho£ei»
places his parent's age at forty-two; this would
imply that the father had married at the early age
d£ fifteen. Another entry, under a date in January
1846, records the ambitious young scholar's reluc-
tance to comply with his " noble and severe parent's "
expressed desire that he should get married, Li's
first marriage must have taken place at or about
this time, for we know that his young wife and

